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On the front... 


BM1 Charles Havens helps his shipmate SA 
Gerald Fletcher put together his first flasher lamp 
changer assembly during AtoN training for the 
Cutter Kickapoo. See story and more photos pages 
six and seven. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 


Petty Officer Janice Silves wins the “Name the Helicopter” contest. (photo 
by MSO Huntington) 


Silves names 
helo “Jayhawk” 


Marine Science Technician Second Class Janice Silves 
of MSO Huntington, W.Va., is the winner of a service- 
wide “Name the Helicopter” contest. Her entry was “Jay- 
hawk.” 

The nickname refers to the fictitious bird that repre- 
sents the boldness of the pioneers who settled in the state 
of Kansas. 

The Coast Guard has designated the name Jayhawk 
for its new HH-60J medium range helicopter. 

The HH-60J is one of the initial projects within the 
Coast Guard’s newly-created Office of Acquisition. It is 
capable of flying 300 miles offshore, remaining on scene 
for 45 minutes and hoisting 6 people, then returning to its 
point of origin with a safe fuel reserve. 

According to the Coast Guard, the “J” in the model 
number makes the name Jayhawk a natural choice, because 
it is part of a line of Sikorsky helicopters known as the hawk 
family. 
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Caustic Soda spills 





W. Va. MSD 
investigates 


by PA2 John Moss 








A tank barge containing 160,000 
gallons of caustic soda capsized in the 
Ohio River 70 miles northeast of Hunt- 
ington, W.Va., April 3. The incident 
created the potential for a major chemi- 
cal spill and threatened city water sup- 
plies down river. 

The barge, owned by Pittsburgh 
Plate and Glass Company, broke away 
from the towboat Mr. Aldo and ran 
aground about 50 yards from the Ohio 
shore. After bumping ground, the 
barge began taking on water. The ex- 
tra weight of the water shifted the 
cargo and the barge capsized. 

Marine Safety Office Huntington 
sent a pollution team and an investigat- 
ing officer to the scene to assess the 
situation. MSO Huntington also noti- 
fied the Environmental Protection 
Agency and other federal and state 
agencies of the situation. The Ohio 
River Sanitation Commission was noti- 
fied, so in the event of a major release 
of caustic soda, municipal water sup- 
plies could be shut off. 

Water samples were taken two to 
three times a day in the area around the 
barge; however, little or no caustic soda 
could be detected. 

Pittsburgh Plate and Glass hired a 
salvage company from St. Louis which 
arrived on scene April 14. MSO Hunt- 
ington monitored the work and salvage 
plans throughout. The salvage com- 
pany completed operations April 19. 

This same barge, PPG 207, capsized 
in the same area under similar circum 
stances in 1987. Caustic soda is the only 
cargo this barge carries. 

MSO Huntington is conducting an 
investigation to determine if any Coast 
Guard approved equipment malfunc- 
tioned, or if any Coast Guard licensed 
people were at fault. 


4 salvage company examines the tank barge after it capsized in the Ohio River 70 miles northeast of 


Huntington, April 3. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 








by PA2 John Moss 





The two reserve units and the 
marine safety detachment in Cincin- 
nati put their boating skills to the test 
May 30 while searching for victims 
of a bridge collapse over the Great 
Miami River. 


Local authorities asked for Coast 
Guard help after swift river currents 
and debris from the bridge made 
search efforts nearly impossible. Ac- 
cording to Yeoman Second Class Ted 
Michaelis, boat coxswain for Reserve 
Unit Cincinnati, the Miami Town 
Fire Department was inexperienced 
in handling boats in dangerous river 
conditions. 


The Miami Town Highway 
Bridge collapsed May 26 and 
authorities received reports of possi- 
bly two to four vehicles in the water. 
Michaelis said the Coast Guard was 





CG assists in search 


asked to join the search for bodies 
May 29. Personnel from both reserve 
units and the MSD searched for three 
days. 

On May 30 the Coast Guard 
found the first body in a shallow sec- 
tion of the river. The Reservists were 
unable to maneuver their boat in to 
recover it because the river was 
covered with brush; however, 
Michaelis said he held his boat in 
position against the current and 
directed other, smaller boats into the 
area 

Divers found only one other vic- 
tim in a car beneath the bridge. 

According to Michaelis, the 
Miami Town Fire Department com- 
mended the Coast Guard for their 
professionalism and said their boat- 
ing expertise helped prevent any 
accidents during the search. 
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Coast Guard 
appears on 
television ad 


For the first time ever the Coast 
Guard is appearing on the new Joint 
Service U.S. Armed Forces television 
commercials. 


“I have always believed that the 
American public deserves an accu- 
rate portrayal of the true composi- 
tion of the Armed Services. It has 
been one of my main goals as com- 
mandant to ensure that the Coast 
Guard is represented in the joint ser- 
vice commercials as one of our coun- 
try’s five Armed Services,” said Paul 
Yost, Commandant, U.S. Coast 
Guard. 


The Coast Guard appeared on the 
written tagline on all eight new- 
joint-service commercials in May 
and June and a rescue scene high- 
lighting CGC Chandeleur and crew- 
members was visible in three of these 
eight commercials. 


This spring’s “Showcase” run of 
commercials was the first in a series 
of new commercials to be released. 
Diligent work and negotiation over 
the past two years has led to the cur- 
rent success, and arrangement for 
even greater exposure of the Coast 
Guard during the fall ’89 “Show- 
case.” 


Correction 


Last issue, in the article “Grounding 
embeds gas barge in mud,” we incor- 
rectly said propane was not designated 
hazardous cargo. It is. 


Propane is very heavily regulated and 
is designated a cargo of particular 
hazard in 33 CFR 126.10. 


Horn’s performance 
gets him 72-hours 


Coast Guard Group Ohio Valley in 
Louisville, KY., recently announced its 
first “Sailor of the Quarter.” 

SS3 Christopher J. Horn, assigned to 
the Coast Guard Cutter Osage home- 
ported in Sewickley, PA., was selected 
for his distinguished performance of 
duty, military leadership, and self- 
improvement. 

Commander Gary S. Scheer, Group 
Commander, Group Ohio Valley, 
praised Horn for providing the crew 
with delicious, well balanced meals 
while keeping the galley spaces in im- 
maculate condition and performing 
other tasks. 


During his supervisor's absence, 
Horn took on all administrative tasks 
within his department and maintained 
smooth operations in his watchstanding 
as well as in his daily routine and opera- 
tions of the unit. His thoughtfulness for 
his shipmates was demonstrated by his 
willingness to bake cookies, pies and 
cakes. 


Horn’s outstanding performance was 
rewarded with 72-hours of special liber- 
ty, tickets to see a home game of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, and his name was 
enscribed on a plaque in the group 
office. 





The year 1990 will bring new 
changes to shore and floating units 
in the Second District. 

A new tramway and pier will be 
constructed at the Hickman, Ky., 
moorings for the Coast Guard Cut- 
ter Chena and is expected to be com- 
pleted by fall or winter 1990. The 
tramway is a set of railroad tracks 
with a tram car used to transport 
buoys and other supplies down the 
steep river bank to the boat. The 
new pier will be 305 feet long and 
nine feet wide. It will have remov- 
able hand rails, winch and shore ties. 

The CGC Chena will be moved 
from Hickman to Natchez, Miss., 
and the newly built CGC Green- 





1990 brings changes 


Hickman to receive new pter, 
cutters to be replaced, moved 


briar will be homeported in Hick- 
man. The time frame for these 
changes is Spring of 1990. However, 
the crew from the CGC Chena will 
stay in Hickman and take over 
operation of the CGC Greenbriar. It 
will be one of only two cutters in the 
Second District to have accommoda- 
tions for female crew members. The 
Cutters Greenbriar and the Kanka- 
kee will replace the Cutters Lantana 
and the Dogwood. The Cutters Dog- 
wood and Lantana will be decom- 
missioned. 

The CGC Greenbriar will be 
under the command of Coast Guard 
Group Lower Mississippi River in 
Memphis, Tenn. 








some VHA rates may increase 


Members could receive an increase 
up to $15.00 a month, depending on 
their paygrade, marital status, duty sta- 
tion and potential Variable Housing 
Allowance offset as a result of new 
VHA rates. 

The new rates will remain in effect 


through Dec. 31. A further increase is 
anticipated Jan. 1, 1990, in conjunction 
with DOD’s request for a 3.6 percent 
increase in the VHA program for FY90. 


For further information read 


ALDIST 1020 of 20 APR 89. 
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MSD 


St. Paul CG 
keeps watch 


by PA2 John Moss 








In the land of ten thousand lakes, the Coast Guard 
has one permanent representative in the state’s interior — 
Marine Safety Detachment St. Paul, Minn. MSD St. Paul’s 
area of responsibility is the uppermost reaches of the 
Mississippi River. They’re also responsible for the Minne- 
sota River and part of the St. Croix River. 


Beginning in Lake Itasca, Minn., the Mississippi is 
nothing more than a trickle, small enough to walk across. 
But by the time it reaches Minneapolis/St. Paul, it is a ma- 
jor vehicle for commerce. 


The Minneapolis/St. Paul harbor is a turn around port 
for commercial traffic. Because of this, many companies 
arrange for their tank barge annual re-inspection there. 
This accounts for a good portion of the inspection activity 
for MSD St. Paul. The inspector checks the general condi- 
tion of the barges and its various safety features. Tank 
barges are subject to inspection because they carry hazard- 
ous cargo and petroleum. Tank barges in the St. Paul zone 
carry more than 13 million barrels of cargo a year. 


The MSD St. Paul zone covers all of North and South 
Dakota, northern Iowa, western Wisconsin, and most of 
Minnesota. Within this area, the MSD inspects 77 small- 
boat manufacturers to check for compliance with construc- 
tion standards, requiring them to travel the equivalent of 
driving coast to coast four times. 


Along with these inspections, they also inspect 30 
operating passenger boats. Several companies in the St. 
Paul zone also manufacture larger passenger vessels. MSD 
St. Paul must review the construction plans for these boats. 


“We pretty much look at everything,” said Lieutenant 
David C. Paxton, officer in charge of MSD St. Paul. “We 
review all the plans of the vessel and we go from A to Z 
to make sure everything is covered before the vessel is built.” 


MSD St. Paul originally began as an independent 
Marine Safety Office with 12 people attached. However, 
in 1983 the Coast Guard reduced the office to a Marine 
Safety Detachment under the command of MSO St. Louis. 
Currently, seven people work at MSD St. Paul. 


Paxton said he enjoys living in St. Paul. “St. Paul is 
nice because it is a big city with a small town atmosphere. 
There is a lot to do here, and the people are friendly and 
easy going.” 


MK3 James Norber and YN3 David Tate review one of the many marine 
safety manuals. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 











MSD St. Paul is loc 
Customs House building in downtown St. Paul. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 
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Dependents get thank you letter 


To the members of the St. Louis Coast Guard 
Officer’s Wives’ Club and St. Louis Enlisted Spouse’s 
Association: 

On the behalf of the James S. McDonnell USO and 
the military and their families whom we serve, please 
accept our heartfelt thanks for your most generous gift 
of $1,000 which was raised at the recent quilt raffle. 
We are utterly overwhelmed by the magnitude of your 
donation. It could not have come at a more needed 
time, as we gear up for a renovation of our facility. 
This money will come in very handy when we need 
to purchase new recliner chairs for our sleeping room. 
Traditionally, charitable gifts wane during the spring 
and summer when people are on vacation. USO’s 
needs, however, take no vacation and exist year-round. 
As we receive no government, United Way or USO 
World Headquarters support, contributions such as 
yours are the lifeblood of our organization. 


Thank you for understanding this and for rally- 
ing round with your support. A gift such as yours, 
besides having monetary worth, has a value that trans- 
cends dollars and cents. It is for this reason we are so 
touched by it. We understand that not only your time 
and efforts went into sewing the quilt — but your 
hearts and love as well. Each stitch represents your care 
and concern for America’s military and their depend- 
ents. 

Please know that every stitch you “sowed” will 
“reap” reward as the military families whom we serve 
benefit by your generosity. We salute you one and all. 
God bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lynn D. Morrissey 

Executive Director 

James S. McDonnell USO 


Maximum PCS weight limits increase 





By Master Sgt. Mary A. Peterson, USA 
American Forces Information Service 





New weight allowances for household goods take ef- 
fect July 1, increasing the authorizations for most service 
members making permanent-change-of-station moves. The 
new allowances are based on the member’s dependency 
status as well as the member’s rank. 

“Except for junior enlisted members, there had been 
no major increases in weight allowances since 1966,” said 
Nina Chandler, program project officer at DOD’s Per 
Diem, Travel and Transportation Committee. “The all- 
volunteer force structure since then has changed consider- 
ably. There are many more married members with 
families, the average grade is higher, and the average age 
is higher. Hence, the members have accumulated more per- 
sonal belongings.” 

Service officials randomly sampled records of over- 
weight shipments and determined that most were mem- 
bers with dependents, Chandler said. 

Although the start up date of the policy is July 1, mem- 
bers who have their household goods picked up before then 
may be eligible for the higher allowances. 

There are two rules to follow for people moving this 
summer, Chandler said: 

No. 1 — the service member’s effective date of orders 
— as defined in the Joint Federal Travel Regulation — 
must be on or after July 1. 

No. 2 — a segment of the household goods shipment 
must occur on or after July 1. 

For example: Household goods are packed and picked 
up on June 15. The delivery date of orders is July 1. That 
member would be given the new weight allowance. 

The new weight limits are the maximum the service 
members can move at government expense. They do not 


necessarily mean a member can move that much to the new 
duty station. There are command restrictions in some over- 
seas areas, Chandler said, and the gaining command should 
provide information on weight allowance restrictions as 
well as what government furniture and appliances are 
available to offset them. If members have questions, 
Chandler recommended they contact their gaining com- 
mand on what items are available. 





New Household Goods 
Weight Limits 


New Without 


New With 
Dependents 


Dependents 


0-6 to 0-10 13,500 18,000 18,000 
0-5 13,000 16,000 17,500 
0-4, W-4 12,000 14,000 17,000 
0-3, W-3 11,000 13,000 14,500 
0-2, W-2 10,000 12,500 13,500 
0-1, W-1 9,500 10,000 12,000 


Grade Old 


E-9 9,500 12,000 14,500 
E-8 9,000 11,000 13,500 
E-7 8,500 10,500 12,500 
E-6 8,000 8,000 11,000 
E-5 7,000 7,000 9,000 
E-4 over 2 7,000 7,000 8,000 
E-4 under 2 1,500 3,500 7,000 
E-3 1,500 2,000 5,000 
E-2 1,500 1,500 5,000 
E-1 1,500 1,500 5,000 
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A 32-footer from MSO St. Louis sprays water high into the air as the riverboats Tom Sawyer and Becky Thatcher race towards the finish line. The boats 
were piloted by St. Louis Mayor Vincent Schoemehl and St. Louis County Executive Gene McNary. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 


RADM Ecker presents trophy 


by PA2 John Moss 








For the fifth time in eight years, St. 
Louis County Executive Gene McNary 
captured the trophy in the Annual 
Memorial Day Riverboat Race. The 
trophy was presented to McNary by 
Second District Commander Rear Ad- 
miral William J. Ecker. 
The race is held annually to officially 
kick off the summer visitor season in St. 
Louis. Two riverboats competed in the 
race — the Tom Sawyer piloted by 
McNary and the Becky Thatcher 
piloted by St. Louis Mayor Vincent 
Schoemehl. 
Commander Timothy Josiah, com- 
manding officer of Marine Safety Of- 
fice St. Louis, signaled the beginning of 
the race aboard the riverboat President. 
MSO St. Louis also provided a 32-footer : 
which cruised alongside the racers, Z Bee 
saluting them with its fire monitor. 5 


RADM William J. Ecker presents the Winner’s Trophy to St. Louis County Executive Gene McNary 
after the 1989 Memorial Day Riverboat Race. The race is held each year between the riverboats Tom 
Sawyer and Becky Thatcher to officially kick off the summer visitor season in St. Louis. (photo by PA2 
John Moss) 
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EMI Kenneth Archer fields questions from the crew of the Cutter Kickapoo. The galley and Rec Deck at the moorings doubled as a classroom during the three-da 


e %, 


Students must learn the proper connections on a 
this class offers their first instruction in aids to na 


EM1 Archer diagrams the proper method for focusing a 250 millimeter lens 
to the crew of the Kickapoo. Except for the engineering ratings, everyone 
in the crew takes part in the class. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 
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course. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 
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asher lamp changer assembly. For many students, 


igation maintenance. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 


AtoN 


Experts train 
units in field 


by PA2 John Moss 





On the road again... 

Spending two weeks in the office and 
two weeks on the road each month, the 
Second District Aids to Navigation 
Training Team is busy spreading their 
technical knowledge. 

“We're more or less the resident ex- 
perts for aids to navigation,” said Elec- 
tricians Mate First Class Kenneth 
Archer. “If a problem arises out in the 
field, the units have some place to call 
for help.” 

Archer, along with Senior Chief 
Boatswain’s Mate Edward Bird, travels 
almost enough miles in one year to cir- 
cle the globe. 

They teach a three-day class to each 
of the district’s 18 cutters and are 
responsible for keeping up-to-date with 


SA Gerald Fletcher uses the “T” method for leveling a 


the latest information in AtoN. The 
class covers such things as: battery safe- 
ty, testing equipment operations, solar 
powered equipment maintenance, the 
river marking system, and tower con- 
struction. 

According to Bird and Archer, Sec- 
ond District AtoN is slightly different 
from other districts. For example, the 
Second District has a more complicated 
marking system requiring the AtoN 
team to spend more time teaching it. 
Also, the lights in the Second District 
are not as sophisticated as elsewhere. 

The team visits each unit once every 
nine months. This may seem like a lot, 
but according to Bird, “There’s always 
something new to learn any time you 
talk about aids to navigation.” 


155 millimeter lantern. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 
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USO aids 


An Army sergeant and his family check in at the USO front desk. Military 
family members are welcome to use the USO’s facility, too. (photo by PA2 
Dean Jones) 


A military traveler searches for a book to read while he awaits for 
his connecting flight. All the books and magazines are donated to 
the USO. (photo by PA2 Dean Jones) 


weary travelers 





by PA2 Dean Jones 





One of the unavoidable drawbacks to military life is 
travel. Thousands of soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and 
Coast Guardsmen board commercial planes daily in sup- 
port of their service’s mission. Since St. Louis’ Lambert 
Field is a hub of air traffic, many of those military travelers 
pass through this airport’s gates. 


The USO at Lambert Field is open 24 hours a day to 
aid these weary travelers. The USO offers a place for 
military personnel and their families to store their luggage, 
take a nap, watch television, read a book or magazine or 
grab a bite to eat. According to Lynn Morrissey, director 
of the Lambert Field USO, the latter seems to be the most 
important and needed service. “Many of the people would 
skip meals if it wasn’t for us,” she said. 


They also offer a nursery service, travel arrangement 
assistance and any other service that may ease the burden 
of travel. “We try to take care of as many needs as possi- 
ble,” said Morrissey. “One thing we do is listen; a lot of 
the travelers are lonely and have nobody to talk to.” 


The USO does not charge its guests for any of the ser- 
vices. According to Morrissey, the USO receives enough 
donations to cover the costs. “We have been very fortunate 
that we can continue to offer these much needed services 
at no cost,” she said. “Not all USOs can afford to do this.” 


Most of the money raised through donations is direct- 
ly used to provide the services. The room is donated by the 
airport and all of the 450 workers except the staff are volun- 
teers. 


The Lambert Field facility is the largest airport USO 
in the world. According to Mary Lou Koelkebeck, an assis- 
tant volunteer coordinator, an average of 500-700 people 
use the facility daily. The holiday season is usually the 
busiest time of the year. “We had 4,000 visitors on Dec. 
19 of last year,” said Koelkebeck. 


To most of the travelers, the Lambert Field USO is 
a welcomed sight. “I think this is the second nicest USO 
in the world,” said David Waters, an Army staff sergeant 
on his way to Germany. “But I have heard a lot of people 
say it is the nicest.” 


Comments like Waters’ help the staff and the volun- 
teers realize the value of their services. The USO’s board 
of directors realizes this, too, and fully supports and appre- 
ciates the efforts of Morrissey and her crew. “Can you 
imagine what these people would do without the USO?” 
said George Wamser, a volunteer member of the board. 


The USO is open every day of the year. Military travel- 
ers who pass through Lambert Field should take advan- 
tage of the much-needed services these people have to offer. 
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Coast Guard 
Wife 


i A 
It's the toughest 
jobint 
Coast Guard 








These patterns are a few of the 15 used on the quilt made by St. Louis wives clubs members. They used one of the 
patterns to express their opinion on their role in the Coast Guard. (photo by PA2 Dean Jones) 


Wives donate raffle money 





by PA2 Dean Jones 





Second Coast Guard District wives donated over 
$1,000 they raised through a quilt raffle to the St. Louis 
Lambert Field USO May 6. Linda Boothe and Linda Muth, 
representing the Officers Wives Club, and Kitty Garcia of 
the Enlisted Spouses Association presented a $1,013 check 
to Lynn Morrissey, the director of the USO. 

Nine members of the two wives organizations contri- 
buted to the effort. Over 1,000 tickets were sold to people 
in the Second District and other Coast Guard family mem- 
bers across the country. “We contacted everybody we knew 
from the Coast Guard,” said Boothe, “but the majority 
were sold in this district (second).” 

YN2 Lori Sexton of MSO Pittsburgh won the raffle. 
“As soon as we get done here (at the USO), I am going to 
mail the quilt to her,” said Boothe. The quilt has various 
sections of Coast Guard and Second District-related art- 
work including an intricate design of a Coast Guard heli- 
copter passing through the St. Louis Arch. 

Linda Boothe thought of the raffle idea in September 
and the wives picked out the patterns for the quilt in 
October. “There are a lot of good charities ovt there and 
sometimes the military gets lost in the shuffle. It’s nice to 
take care of our own once in a while,” Booth said explain- 
ing why she chose the USO. 

According to Lynn Morrissey, the money will be used 
to buy new lounge chairs for the USO. “The chairs are a 
necessity here because that’s the only place the guests can 
get some sleep,” she said. “Our old ones are getting really 
worn.” 

Morrissey expressed her gratitude for the donation. 
“Since we depend on donations to operate, a donation of 
this type is fantastic,” she said. “We really appreciate the 
efforts of these ladies and the Coast Guard.” 





(from left to right) Linda Boothe, Lynn Morrissey, and Kitty Garcia prepare 
to cut a cake during a ceremony honoring the wives clubs donation to the 
St. Louis airport USO. (photo by PA2 Dean Jones) 
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Tips on Savings Bonds 








An 
investment 
in the future 


U.S. SAVINGS 
BONDS 





Buy them where you 
bank or work. 











Have you been saving your U.S. Sav- 
ing Bonds for eight years or more? Sav- 
ings Bonds are an excellent way to safe- 
ly save money and earn a high rate of 
interest on a small investment. Perhaps 
you have saved your bonds for a 
number of years for your children’s col- 
lege education, your retirement, or just 
for a rainy day. 

You need to understand some unique 
features of your Savings Bonds. An im- 
portant one is the maturity date, which 
is the day the bond stops earning in- 
terest. Series EE bonds issued between 
May 1981 and October 1982 will 
mature when they are eight years old. 
Thus, in May 1989, bonds dated May 
1981 will stop earning interest. These 
bonds will not change in value again 
after May 1989. Check your bonds and 
don’t keep them beyond their maturity 
dates. Bonds purchased between 
November 1980 and April 1981 will 
mature after nine years, beginning in 
November 1989. To get the best return 
for your investment dollar, it is impor- 
tant to keep track of these dates and to 


Suicides concern Yost 


Recently Admiral Yost expressed his 
deep concern about the incidence of at- 
tempted and completed suicides among 
Coast Guard personnel. In fact, in 
March alone there were four active 
duty suicides all by young men. 


The tragedy associated with these 
suicides is evident not only by the 
number of victims, but also by the 
many family members and friends who 
are left to grieve. Although there are no 
simple answers, suicidal behavior may 
be prevented if members of a command 
learn to recognize the symptoms and 
know how to intervene. The following 
is a list of suicide warning signs: suicide 
threats or statement about a wish to 
die; marked changes in behavior or per- 
sonality; making final arrangements; 
taking unnecessary risks; depression; 
changes in eating and sleeping patterns; 
a previous suicide attempt. 


What should be done? Take all 
threats seriously; talk freely (confront 
the problem); express concern and 
establish trust; do not act shocked or 


debate morality of self-destruction; do 
not leave the person alone if you think 
the risk of suicide is imminent. Call for 
medical assistance immediately. The Life 
Crisis Services of St. Louis has a toll-free 
number 1-800-392-2191. (Here in the 
Second District the number is (314) 
425-4944 or FTS 279-4944. Point of 
contact is Rich Curtis or Lieutenant 
Commander Delong. After hours call 
425-4617. The OOD will connect you 
with the right person.) 

“Training is always a positive step in 
educating everyone to the signs and 
symptoms of suicide,” said Rich Cur- 
tis, Family Programs administrator. 
Family Programs in the Second District 
has been active in encouraging units to 
develop training on different topics 
throughout the past year. During the 
4th quarter of this year the district will 
be asking the units to conduct training 
pertaining to suicide prevention as 
directed by Admiral Yost’s message, 
ALCOAST 012/89. Units needing help 
in developing training should contact 
Rich Curtis. 


redeem or convert mature bonds. Addi- 
tionally, these series EE bonds, in 
values over $500 or more, can be ex- 
changed for series HH bonds which pay 
regular interest semi-annually for ten 
years. 


This option can be followed to insure 
you continue receiving interest on your 
investment. Exchanging your EE bonds 
for HH bonds will allow you to not pay 
income tax on your EE bond interest 
until HH bonds are redeemed. Other- 
wise, you will pay tax on EE bond 
interest when the bonds are redeemed, 
unless you have been declaring the in- 
terest each year. If series HH bonds do 
not fit your needs, you should redeem 
your mature bonds and put them in 
another savings or investment plan that 
lets the value of your savings keep 
growing. 


Meanwhile, consider holding onto 
your bonds which have not matured. 
(Note that if you have any series E 
bonds, they have later maturity dates 
than the newer series EE bonds.) 


Ball heads 
cleanup 


A Coast Guard wife received 
recognition for her public services 
during a TV interview in Terre 
Haute, Ind., May 21. 

Fredia E. Ball, wife of ETC 
Daniel L. Ball, LORSTA 
Lampedusa, was interviewed by 
Channel 2 for leading a community 
playground project in April and 
May. 

Ball spearheaded a campaign to 
renovate the playground in the town 
of Marshall, Ind. She solicited con- 
tributions of money and materials, 
and enlisted the assistance of 12 
adults and 20 children from the tiny 
community. With their help she 
turned a safety hazard into a source 
of local pride. 

During the renovation children 
eight years and under moved 6% 
tons of gravel in plastic buckets to 
resurface the play area. 
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River Rap 


What, if anything, would you like 
seen in River Currents? 


ETI Terry Torrence, Omega Station 

I would like to read articles on Coast Guard units 
other than the Second District. Maybe an article on 
an overseas unit. I would like to know of other transfer 
options outside of the district, so that when my rota- 
tion is due, I'll have an idea of what’s out there. 


MKC Doyle King, CGC Dogwood 

I would like to see more articles and photos of 
some of the boats. I find it interesting to see people 
working buoys and lights. 


SN Paul Cummings, Base St. Louis 

I’ve heard talk of the Second District starting Law 
Enforcement. If this is true, I would like to see articles 
on patrol in the river, boardings, etc. 


YN3 Eric Jackson, CGCTWO(ap) 

There are always plenty of articles about units in 
the Second District. I would like to see more articles 
about people or divisions in the district office. 











CG Family 
Program supports 
members’ needs 


by Rich Curtis 








The Coast Guard Family Needs Program was devel- 
oped and implemented in 1984 to assist Coast Guard 
families with special needs. Dependents with special needs 
often place continuing and overwhelming physical and 
emotional demands upon families. Thus far, over 450 cases 
have been initiated on a voluntary basis. The intent of this 
program is to support the needs of the special family mem- 
bers in providing adequate support and assistance to ac- 
tive duty members with medical, physical, emotional, or 
educational disabilities. The Coast Guard Family Special 
Needs Program is designed to identify all Coast Guard ac- 
tive duty members with special needs dependents and enroll 
them in the program. 

For more information read Comd Inst 1754.7 or con- 
tact the family progiam administrator. 


Awards 


MILITARY AWARDS 


Coast Guard Commendation Medal with “o”: 
LT C. L. MacAllister, MSO St. Louis 
‘CWO T. J. Rushnak, MSO St. Louis 


Coast Guard Commendation Medal 
CAPT K. R. Gard, CGDTWO(o) 
CDR G. L. Hale, CGDTWO(re) 
LCDR T. D. Johns, Group Upper Miss. River 
CDR C. A. Fust, MSD Cincinnati 
LT K. E. Woycke, CGDTWO(dt) 
CWO W. L. Carr, Base St. Louis 


Coast Guard Achievement Medal: 
LT M. P. Rand, MSO St. Louis 
BMCM C. R. Lott, Group Lower Miss. River 
MKC M. W. McQuade, CGC Gasconade 
YN1 D. L. Fields, CGDTWO(r) 
YN1 G. A. Gunnell, MSO Louisville 
ET3 D. R. Bransten, LORSTA LaMoure 


Letter of Commendation: 
MKC L. W. Allen, USCGR 
BMC F. A. Amos, Ant Leavenworth 
RMC §S. C. Morris, Group Ohio Valley 
BM3 A. R. Cusson, Base St. Louis 
SN H. L. Wickline, CGDTWO(r) 
SN A. M. Hallford, CGDTWO(dj) 


AUXILIARY AWARDS 


Award of Merit: 
Mildred French, Northern Region 
Jerry VanHeltebrake, Southern Region 
Paul Blasko, Eastern Region 
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Current Notes 


“News from ana 
Second District 


. ‘ Moving information 
Guidebook lists CG rec. areas a 


A guide has been developed to pro- 
vide information to our Coast Guard 
family about Coast Guard operated 
recreation areas and temporary guest 
housing. 

Eligible Coast Guard members and 
their families hopefully will make fre- 
quent use of these facilities, whether it’s 


for vacation or PCS related travel. 
The guidebook provides a wealth of 
important information. The guidebook 
was distributed in March as Comman- 
dant Publication P1710.14 of 18 JAN 
89, Coast Guard Recreation Areas and 
Temporary Guest Housing Facilities. 


New reenlistment bonus multiples listed 


The Selective Reenlistment Bonus 
multiples listed below became effective 
June 1, 1989. For those ratings not 
listed, the multiple is zero. 

A. Zone A SRB multiples 

Multiple of six none 
Multiple of five none 
Multiple of four none 
Multiple of three FT, SS 
Multiple of two none 
Multiple of one EM, GM, RM, ST 
Multiple of one-half (0.5) none 
Zone B SRB multiples 

Multiple of six none 
Multiple of five none 
Multiple of four none 
Multiple of three FT, GM 


Multiple of two EM, SS, ST 
Multiple of one MST, TT, RD 
Multiple of one-half (0.5) ET 
The maximum Selective Reenlist- 
ment Bonus remains as follows and only 
applies to reenlistment or extensions 
signed on or after January 1, 1985. 
Zone A 
Designated E-3/E-4 $5,000 
E-5 $15,000 
E-6 and above $20,000 
Zone B 
E-4 CIR only $5,000 
E-5 $15,000 
E-6 and above $20,000 
For more details refer to ALDIST 
076/89. 


Auxiliarists celebrate 
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The nation’s only congressionally 
authorized boating organization, the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, had its 50th 
birthday June 23. 

Since its humble beginnings in 1939, 
the Auxiliary has grown to a present 
day force of more than 40,000 members 
in 1,206 flotillas nationwide. See the 
May ’89 issue of Commandant’s Bulle- 
tin for a feature on the Auxiliary’s 50th 
Anniversary. 


Moving this summer? If so the Spring 
1989 issue of GREENSHEET, a publi- 
cation of the National Council of Coast 
Guard Wives Clubs has several infor- 
mative articles that could make your 
move a little less hectic. Copies were 
distributed in May, but extras are avail- 
able in (dh). See YNC Garcia. 

GREENSHEET’s address is Family 
Program Office (G-PS-2), Coast Guard 
Headquarters, Washington, D.C. 
20593. 


Coat not mandatory 


The Reefer Coat will not become a 
mandatory uniform because of the 
adoption of the trenchcoat in 1988 and 
the new windbreaker this year. It will 
remain an optional item for both 
enlisted members and officers (active 
duty and reserve). 

For further information read Com- 
mandant Notice 1020 of 20 Apr 89. 


Pa. retirees needed 


An effort is being made to form a 
group of Coast Guard retirees who live 
in southwestern Pennsylvania. 

Any person who is interested in at- 
tending such a meeting, please contact 
CAPT R. E. Anderson, USCG Retired, 
267 Jean Dr., Pittsburgh, Pa., 15236 
(412) 653-6594 or the Coast Guard 
Marine Safety Office Pittsburgh, Pa. 
(412) 644-5808. 


USS Dickman reunion 


The crew of the USS Joseph T. Dick- 
man will have their 30th annual re- 
union this October in St. Louis. 

For more information and reserva- 
tions contact Herbert Fuller at (314) 
631-3838 or write to hime at 9530 
Montbrook Drive, St. Louis, Mo., 
63123 








MSD Greenville moves 
to new building 


MSD Greenville relocated to the 
federal building in Greenville, Ms., 
May 30. Group Lower Mississippi 
River's Electronics Department assisted 
in the removal and installation of 
Greenville’s electronic equipment. 


Kansas ANT closes 


Coast Guard ANT Leavenworth, 
Ks., was disestablished May 6. The 
facility will be used as a Coast Guard 
Reserve Center. 

$ 


CGES replaces NAFA 


The acronym for Non-Appropriated 
Fund Activities has changed. In its 
place is a name for the 1990’s, CGES 
or Coast Guard Exchange System. 
Commandant (G-PXM-3) is giving the 
CGES more than just a name change. 
A new personnel and operations 
manual to fine-tune management will 
be released this summer. Headquarters 
also expects to certify a service-wide 
automated accounting package this 
summer. 


Golfers raise money 
at GUMR tourney 


Coast Guard Group Upper Missis- 
sippi sponsored a two-day golf tourna- 
ment to raise money for Big River 
United Way, May 11-12. The unit’s 5th 
Annual Upper Mississippi Open raised 
$169 during the event. HSI] Jerry 
Filcher, RM3 Dan Whitson, SK3 Mike 
Carter and RM2 Brad Johnson organ- 
ized the tournament. 





SN Scott Hall, a student at the Defense Informa- 


tion School, presented comedian Bob Hope with a Coast 
Guard Bicentennial baseball cap June 2. Hall was 
assigned to Second District staff prior to attending PA 


“A” school. 


74th Army Band. 





to the armed forces. 


The presentation, hosted by the American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and Disabled American 
Veterans, featured Marines, the Defense Information 
School Joint Service Color Guard and Fort Harrison’s 


Each group was given an opportunity to present 
Hope with a thank you memento for his USO support 








Travel agency services all D2 


Travel reservations (official and 
unofficial) can be made through the 
“Ask Mr. Foster” agency located at the 
Second District Office. This service is 
also available for outlying units as well 
and includes travel, hotel and rental car 
reservations. Tickets for outlying units 


are prepaid and the member can pick 
up his/her tickets at the airport. When 
making airline reservations for TAD by 
phone, members must mail two copies 
of their orders to the “Ask Mr. Foster” 
office. Call Peggy Fleming at (314) 
436-1495 for further details. 


Ask Mr. Foster Travel 


Since 1888 








The CGC Kickapoo moored at Vicksburg, Miss. (photo by PA2 John Moss) 
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